Lectio Dioina

Lectio Divina for February 10, 2025
Memorial of St. Scholastica
National Marriage Week

We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

O God, Creator of all things,
who in the beginning made man and woman
that they might form the marriage bond,
bless and strengthen the union of your servants,
that they may show forth an ever more perfect image
of the union of Christ with his Church.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

(Collect, On Anniversaries of Marriage)

Reading (Lectio)

Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Genesis 1:1-19

In the beginning, when God created the heavens
and the earth, the earth was a formless wasteland,
and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty
wind swept over the waters.

Then God said, "Let there be light," and there
was light. God saw how good the light was. God
then separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light "day," and the darkness he called
"night.” Thus evening came, and morning
followed-the first day.

Then God said, "Let there be a dome in the
middle of the waters, to separate one body of
water from the other.” And so it happened: God
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made the dome, and it separated the water above
the dome from the water below it. God called the
dome "the sky." Evening came, and morning
followed-the second day.

Then God said, "Let the water under the sky be
gathered into a single basin, so that the dry land
may appear.” And so it happened: the water
under the sky was gathered into its basin,

and the dry land appeared. God called the dry
land "the earth,” and the basin of the water he
called "the sea." God saw how good it was.
Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth
vegetation: every kind of plant that bears seed
and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears
fruit with its seed in it." And so it happened:
the earth brought forth every kind of plant that
bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth
that bears fruit with its seed in it. God saw how
good it was. Evening came, and morning
followed-the third day.

Then God said: "Let there be lights in the dome
of the sky, to separate day from night. Let them
mark the fixed times, the days and the years, and
serve as luminaries in the dome of the sky, to
shed light upon the earth.” And so it happened:
God made the two great lights, the greater one to
govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the
night; and he made the stars. God set them in the
dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth, to
govern the day and the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. God saw how good it
was. Evening came, and morning followed—the
fourth day.
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Meditation (Meditatio)

After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:

e What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?

e What in this passage comforted you?

e What in this passage challenged you?

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)

Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

In the beginning, when God created the heavens
and the earth, ... a mighty wind swept over the
waters. When have | felt the Holy Spirit moving
in my life? Where do | need a new beginning in
my marriage or my life?

Then God said, "Let there be light." What have
been sources of light in my marriage? How does
my marriage bring light to my family and my
community?

God saw how good it was. What good things
have marriage and family life brought to me?
How can | better share this goodness with others?
After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
You are clothed with majesty and glory,

robed in light as with a cloak.

You fixed the earth upon its foundation,

not to be moved forever;

With the ocean, as with a garment, you covered it;
above the mountains the waters stood.

You send forth springs into the watercourses

that wind among the mountains.

Beside them the birds of heaven dwell;

from among the branches they send forth their song.

How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have wrought them all—
the earth is full of your creatures;

Bless the LORD, O my soul! Alleluia.

(From Psalm 104)

Living the Word This Week

How can | make my life a gift for others in charity?

Spend some time together outdoors (if possible) and
thank God for the beauty of the earth, our common
home.
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